
Advice note to Members – Revised timetable for Accounts Publication Process under Covid 
19.

Following discussions with Deryck Evans, the Authority’s Audit Lead with Wales Audit, I have made 
arrangements to publish a notice in accordance with the Regulations, setting out that there is a delay 
to the usual timetable for the Annual Accounts and audit process and the reason for the delay. 

It is anticipated that the audit of the draft statement will begin in July but that the date for formal 
approval of the Accounts and Wales Audit’s report to the Authority will be deferred until the Autumn.  
This is in line with a revised timetable for all Welsh and English local authorities and is to address the 
impact of Covid19 on staff capacity and the audit process across the country.

A notice will be published on the Authority’s website today.  The draft (unaudited) accounts will be 
published by 31 July and presented to the Audit and Scrutiny Committee on 24th July.

Below is the related advice received from Wales Audit 

Requirements of the Accounts and Audit (Wales) 
Regulations 2014
You may be aware that in England, the Local Government Secretary Robert Jenrick MP announced 
that the deadline for preparation of local government accounts will be extended to 31 August 2020 
and publication of audited accounts to 30 November.
Audit Wales discussed this development with Welsh Government officials to establish if a similar 
announcement will be made for Wales. The Welsh Government position (as communicated to local 
government bodies) is currently as set out below. 

Statutory requirements 
The statutory position for local government bodies in Wales is set out in the Accounts and Audit 
(Wales) Regulations 2014 (as amended). 

Welsh Government interpretation
Regulation 10 sets out the expected timetable for the preparation, approval and audit of the annual 
accounts. Due to the impact of COVID-19, Welsh Government recognises that it may not be possible 
for all local government bodies to meet this timetable. Regulation 10(4) provides local government 
bodies with sufficient flexibility to deal with delays caused by COVID-19. Its guidance on the 
Regulations, notes that:

“Where, extraordinarily, certification cannot happen before [31 May], action needs to be taken 
to publish a statement that clearly sets out the reasons why this has not happened before that 
date and agree a course of action to ensure this is done as soon as is practicable after [31 
May].”

The guidance also notes that the accounts should be published by [31 July] even if the accounts have 
not been approved.



On the basis that sufficient flexibility is built into the current Regulations, Welsh Government does not 
consider it necessary to amend the Regulations. 


